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Black Tom. 


CHAP, L 


Certain Merchant Trading to 
Venice, as he alk d abꝛoad in 
that Conntrp, ta View the 


Commodities that part of 
the Mold is moſt famed oz: He mers 
near the Dozders of a Neig ring 
City two Ben walking together, verp 
ange rin Diſrourling one wich another. 
Vow theſe two Wen were Father and 
Son: She Father was ſo angrp at his 
Son, that he was reſolved to ſell him 
the firſt oppoztunitp. Naw the Wer. 
chan was glad to hear theſe wozdg,and 

2 there⸗ 
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therefoze ask d him what 

„5 
e,r 

troubled with a diſobedient m—_ on. ho 

Ship'd, and (old to an Rag 


lh ech 


with 23 outh fo; 
ſome 14 11v'd 1 — to a Zadp, un 
he took a great fancp (oz a certain 
Karp ater Girl , with whom. he 
after loſt both MWaiden-head and 
t too: And 3 Warried 
12 he knew not, who , wok Io 
maintainhe knew not hat. But mark 
what follows, at three quarters of a 
Bears end, _ tame to Town a bzave 
black Boy, that bzought his Dads none 
Noſe as 1 Nature —— An: 
but e ng Childzen al 
very ill; tor the 4 had 
no now, but what they 

that as the Childgrew, * 
— until at la 
the full , ag as his Father 
Ld... home m one dap, 
— wa ather in Reon ay in 

whole wek let them implop their time 
never ſo well. Thus much fo his Birth 
and Education, ens 


ke would take 


bi tozth. F 


—— 


reer 


de was to 


| 


ed to make a noiſe, he alſo ! 
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CAAP. Il. 


this Young Tom came to be known, 
and how he went by the Name of Black 
Tom ; and what beſel/. 


Won Tom was grown to be a 

as luſty and as ſtrong a 
Chief as his Father, he told his Father 
be would now ſet up fo: himſelf; and 
when they were both agreed , Tom took 
his leave in tbe Evening, and went to? 
Wapping , where he gers to a Houſe 
ſtanding nigh ro the Thames; There hc 
enter d, and call d fo? a of Ale, and 
as he ſat dzinking his Ale, in the nex. 
fiom were ſitting very merr1 'p over a 
Bowl of Punch, a — 2 —7— — 
D2unken ea men, which 1 — 


ing as well as they, The Sca-men ob- 
ſerving him to be ſo merry a Fellow, 
tall d him in a chem; and after 
he had ſaluted the pany, and dꝛanh 
a diſhof Punch o two, they ash d him 
to ſing them a merry Song to paſs tue 


time awap: Dut hec no, Net's ras 
p; A, ryed thee 
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thex dini while we are by land,fo2 yay 
are always hard emplop'd upon the 
Dea; which P:opoſal pleas'd rhe Sea 
men ſo well, that then cblieg d them: 
ſelves to follow Tom's Example ; who 
thereupon began fo mau Preaſrhs one 
artcr another, that the Sea men not 
being ſo freſh as he, by degrees tell faſt 
allecp. © Nom Tom minding his oppo! 
rumty, inſenſtbln ereps tofheit Pock- 
eta, and takes awan all the Boney they 
had, and when hie had diſcharg d rhe 
fgeckovang, tak hig leave of gte Voſteſs 
and went off: mt the Sea men waking, 
and ming their BoncepQuoegan co 
eurſe and ſwear at the Black Dog moſt 4 
bitterly; and one of them remembring 
that his name was Tom,re.vIved to put 
him inte Cnet bythe name of Flack 
Tom, but thep being almoſt Dunk, 
when he came rt amongſt them, that 
tip could not remember what ſozt of 
Cloaths ic woe o wacther his Viſage 
wag round o: long, o his Bod by ſta 
tare tall oz ſhort. So that one of them 
coming one dap by Char Cre, faw a 
lack behind a Gentlemans Coach, crys 
cd out vern canerin to tit Coach man to 
ſtop his Hozſes and ten cageriy run 

ning 
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ning to the Fot man behind the Coach, 
lay d hald on him, and cauſing a Con 
ſtable to be call'd had the pa Man be- 
foze a Juſtice, and ſwoze againſt him, 
Tnat he was the verp Ban that Nob'd 
Wm at (uch a time, and ſuch a plate: 
Burt che Ponth making it apprar that 
he was not there, but was emploped on 
ſome buſineſs fo: his Lady was clear d, 
and the Man look d upon as Bay, 


— 
— 


CHAP, II. 


How Slack Tom committed a Robbery at 
St. Nathezines, and how be carve cit. 


AFter Tom and the Sca-men had 
partcd, Tem takes a Boat, and 
Nous to St. Karterimes , where he lap 
ti days before de Heard of ann thing 
ot fo! his purpoſe : At laſt entring into 
Diſcourſe with his Landlady, Lord, 
UKandſadn, (ſaps he) J admire ſome 
People that are Nich, and but few in 
Famil, arc not afraid to ſtan our of 
their Douſcs , cfpertalin by Nrohr , ſo 
many lottering idle Feffows as lie here 
about! Indad Sir, ſaps ſhe) wonder 
as 
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as much ag do; but abaveall 
ple in St. ae, Jadmite 2 


next N that hath always 
ſtoze of Plate, and Com of Gold and 
Silver alwaps bp her, that ſhe dares lyt 


alone, o with none but a poo? _—— 
Girl, that is her Servant ; eſpectallp 
having ſuch a weak Old Pouſe, and by 
my trulp, ſometimes thep both go out 
and one perhaps hag got the Ne p of the 
Doo, and the other coming home, 
wanting the Nep. will litt rhe Doo? off 
the Yinges : Which hath been done ſo 
often , that it comes off now without 
gp noiſe. Indeed Landladp, (ſays Lom) 
tis a great Miracle to me, that they 
eſcape ſo well. | 
Nom tom being very glad of this 
News, after a ſinall meditation what 
to do, telig his Landladp, That he was 
invited out, and ſhould be p2ettp late be 
foe he could come in that Night, and 
theretoze defires her not to ſit up late fa? 
him, and fo departed till toward Night, 
which time he imploped in viewing the 
Douſe, co ſee how o: where he might 
bꝛcak in moſt caſflp. At laſt conũ der ing 
that his Landladps wap wag the beſt he 
would ſtap till Night , and venturc at 
the 


een re aa. 
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the Daz, therefoze he goes fo an Ale- 
houſe hard by, to ſpend his time. But 
not long after the Watch had paſſed by, 
crying the time of the Night , out goes 
gently renedes it of the Hi 
gentlp renches it o inges, 
up the Stairs, and finding everp 
taſt. opens aCoffer, in which was a Till 
o Dzawwer, from whence Tom takes an 
ed , belldes Jewels and 
ings; do being verp well contented 
with his pzize, was pꝛeparing to go off, 
but the — $4 paſting bp, whoſe 
tuſtome is to k at the Dans, and 
if they be open, to call upon the le 
to wut them; but Tom mas got thout 
ſide the Daz, endeavouring to faſten it 
again. Now the Watch-men anding 
the Do2 off the Dinges, began to thin 
that Mr. 1 homa+ had committed a faulr, 
and therefoze tak him into examinati⸗ 
on. Now Tom told them that it was his 
own Vouſe , and he had ſome occaſion to 
go out, and could not find his Hep until 
he had lifted the Dan off the Hinges; 
and if they would not believe it was his 
Houſe , thep might come in, and he 
| == make them dzinkfo2 their 8. 
| Now ag tis not the cuſtome of Watch- 
| men 


, and 
s 
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men to deny dzink at any time, they en 
tered into the Honſr: Now Tom taking 
down a Bug from the Shelf, aud going 
to the Do, pzaping them not to make 
any usiſe, under p:erenſion of going to 
fetch dzink, ran quate away. Now the 
Conſtable having a Drunken Ban that 
was ſcarce able ro go with him, com 
manded one ot the Wateh men to ſtay 
there with him, unt Abe, Black 1 ho- 
as ſtoulu come in, and becauſe rhe pa? 
Man look'd like a Oentleman , would 
beg Gr. black Thoms ro lend him a 
Jeg, ſo the Conſtable and part of the 
Match departed. Now Mr. Black Tho- 
mas not returning, the Gentleman that 
was ohetome with diinne tell faſt alcp, 
and 11kewife the Watch-man being in 
tlie dark,and nobody to talk to tell faſt 
a1ltp alſo ; and fepr ſoundtp until rhe 
Wozning. that rhe woman of the Houſe 
finding her Coffer open, and her Boney 
gone,” came happiiy down , and cauſey 
them to be ſetzed, as Men guiirp of 
Burglary and Hobbery, and had them 
betore the Juſtice, and he had commit 
rd thim, had not the Cenſtable aud 
Match come and eſcared them. Thug 
Black Tom came off. 
CHAP, 


i _——— 4 . 
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+ & 4X. £ 
How Slack Tom ſerved an Old Miſcr- 


lack Tom had not lain long if, but 
he deviſerh a new P2ojee fo rake 
him a Todging at the Horſe-Ferry in 
Weſtminſter ; he had not ben above two 
daps, but his Fingers itch'd ro be at 
work. Now there ivd acerrain watch- 
man hard by, that had gorten a conſider- 
able quantity of wealth, who was an old 
dp Barchelo? that 11v'd alone, and one 
that lived moze upon locking on his 
Coin, than making uſe on it ; fo2 he had 
at an time rather beg, then part with a 
Farthing of Wonen. Now om was 
piotring how he might get this Bene) 
from this old Wiſer: So Tom Tap a bed 
moſt part of that mozning-contriving on 
his Pillar, but getting up, walks to 
wards the Match mans Douſe, where 
hefound hin ſtanding af the dar makes 
ſcveral bows and cringes , and alter 
wards made him this Speech. 

Gwide Mayſtre, Me non loglant by mine 
Phace, none Inglant by mine 1 wang: Me ce 
grecat ſtrawnger of Aphzic, we de pherry 
phull of Maney; ms fa have van Hundred 
Poonds 


The BIRTH ot 


Poonds in mine Phocquet , no phlace to put 
it ſhate, you have de gwide Loging x let me 
de gwide me give gwide Mancy, 

Che old Wiſer lik d this ſpeech verp 
well, and wag reſolved (ag he was g 
Stranget) ta r Pap drarlp fo; 
bis Lodging 3 ſo Black Tom gave him 
twenty chillings befoze-hand, and wag 
to pay him twenty ſhillings every Ha, 
turday Nighr. But Black Tom Had not 
ben long there befoze the old Man wag 
to go out upon the Watch, and that 
Night B'ac« 1 om conveped a Coſſer out 
of his Vouſe , wherein the Old Ban's 
Trea'urclap, and ner retarn'd to his 
Todgiag moze. The poo? old Wiſer re: 
turning home to his Youſe, and miſſing 
his Lodger and gig Monc n, made a ſad 
lamentat ion telling all his neighbours 
that Black Jom had Rob d him, and he 
new not where to find him, no2 what to 
do. Now this old Ban had a Friend 
that liv'd down in Whitechappel, that he 
was r:olved to complain to, thinking, 
that he being a Thiet-carcher , might 
tom him of him that had wonged 
him but as e went, who could cn 
counter him but Mr. Black Thomas, wha 
tie pzeſeurtp confmands to be latd hald 
on, 


| 
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on, and das him 77 a Tuſtice. Nod 
it napned that tts Juſtice had a hlack- 
a-moor in his Douſe that had not been 
long in England, and did not ſpeak god 
Englilhz and it hapned that this Blagk-a- 
moor comes to the doo?, of whom the 
Conſtable as'd, if the Juſtice were 
within? Wos anſwered , Dar he was at 
team, put note at lecherdy dot dat he vill be 
it you ftay but de little. So thcp ſta yd a 
little time: now Black Tom was med1- 
tat ing how to come off,fo2 he knew him 
ſelf Gutitp of what was laid to his 
charge, but remembzing that he had aq- 
ed o2 imitated the Speech of a Barbarian, 
lo he being art aglinſh- man was reſolved 
how to come off. No the Juſtice being 
tome to them, the Miſer made his Com 
plaint thus: Sir, not much above five 
dapa ſinee, this Black came to be my lod- 
ger, & the third aighr, he carried away 
my Coffer with two rnudzed Pounds in 
Gold; he is one that cannot well be un- 
derſtod, fo2 He is an Out-landiſh Ban, 
and ſpcaks no Eneliih,and therctoze hard 
to be od. J, an out-landiſh man! 
faps Iom, I was never out of England in 
mp faps, my Mother is an Engliſh Wo- 
man, but indad my Father was — 

| Bonn; 
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Don at Verice; but as fo: mc, I peak 
nothing bur Engliſh, no; never could. 
The old Wiſer hearing theſe Wards, 
knew not wat to think. whether this 
wag the Man oz no. But however, he 
rememb?ing that the Juſtices Ban that 
Ict him in wag a Black. and ſpake but 
bad Engliſh, he tols the Juſtice, that he 
could not be very poſitive, whether Tom 
was the Man o; nat, to? ſince he came 
there, he fancied that it was his Black 
that did him that miſchief. Now the 
«Juſtice obſcrving that the Miſer accu- 
ſed both, and did not know it either were 
Gunty, freed them both. So Tom came 
verp well off with this Watch man allo, 


— - —— — — — 


CHAP. V. 


How Black Tom was too hard for the 
Watch-men at Ludgate and Cripple- 
gate Wards, 


H Oneſt Back Tom hada great defire 
to paſs througy the City, not at all 
douhtiug but he hould find ſomething o: 
other that might be advantageous unta 
zum; and in oder to his e bs 
ans 


their boldneſs : Saping 


| 
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walk'd towards Ludgate. When he came 
here , the Watchvffer'd to ſtop him, 
which cauſed him to ask them,whp they 
were ſo rude, that no perſon t ever 
ſo civil oz , could nor paſs the 
Streets ? J will aſſure pou that J am 
upon haſtp buſineſs ,and J will give the 
king an account of his vants Be⸗ 
haviour, that thep that ſhould ſæ that 
People went peaceablp in the Streets, 
firſt break the Peace. Both Conſtable 
and Watcy-men when thep heard theſe 
werds, * totremble, making him 
as god a Dpech as they _ ” excuſe 
ir, 
Diſcourſe , pou ſrem to be the ngs 
Beſſenger,and we have J confeſs ,rude- 
[yp impoſed upon pou, w Sir , the 
reaſon of rhe Match mens attempt, was 
becauſe they otten do receive 92 
a ſhilling of Gentlemen that paſs bp at 
this time of the Night, to make them- 
ſcives d2unk. t now conſidering we 
have ſtopt pour Yonour ſo rudelp , we 
therefoze deſire pour Pardon oz the 
Crime + and ſeeing it is lo dark the 
Streets very dirty, pou ſhall have two 
n to light pou a z and becauſe the 


.| affront was ſogreat, mp ſell will walt 
= upon 
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pou. Now Tom wag very well 

as d at this, fing as the Conſtable 
fied bare- headed to him, that rhe Fob 
yad Ear-rings of a conſiderable value 
"gs on — Fingers, and not at all 
bring it he had Boney in is pock- 
n to accept of his offer 


way ma ——. — 
teh man ad 
1 — > oo t Tom began to 


found dis Pox Von X dzaw out 22 — 1 
and Piſtol, telling them, that 
mo 5 725 
v kill them and die then make 
haſte to My him nat their Money Ear- 
Nan 4 befoze his Comrades, 
fo; he had d founded, tame, oz then 
would bd be Kill d. ' Now the Con- 
ſtable . an that he had fome 
Company 12 — — 
all be had: 7 1 atth man 
had ſomethine, unt it was bas bur a naugh⸗ 
tu Goat; fo ſom would not mecddle 
with that, but bid them good-night, de⸗ | 
fring them to remember r. Black 
Thoms, away he went. Now the poo? 
Watch-man and Conſtable returning to 
their Company, whom they found ſome | 
allerp, and ſome talking how they — 
diſpoſe 


diſpoſe of the Wonep the an 
elf would give them; nor doubting but he 
le | had given them ave Dhillings at leaſt, 
pb unte the Conſtable waited upon him ; 
and one of them turning his head ande, 
if he ſaw the Conſtable and the Mate 
k- — 7 he goes ha 
er] rok iling, whic ceiving 
ie | at a diſtance, laid the Conſtables Staff 
Da croſs his — 5ng him why he, 
's | above all the reſt, ould laugh oz mock 
them fo2 the 11] fozrume then had. Now 
to return to Black Tom, de was got down 
d | roCripple-gate Ward, endeavouring ro 
pas tg; h there : But when he came, 
's | he found the Match men verp rough 
„with him alſo; telling him, that rhep 
p | verypſelbom letanppals th:zough at that 
- | time of rhe Night, except they knew 
whether he went, and what his buſtneſs 
' is. NowBlack Tom was very willing 
to impart his buſineſs to them; but 
—— dzew ont his Hon and blew 
round about him, then dzew his Swozd 
| and Piſtols: telling them, he han 
' Company hard bn, that would pzeſent- 
ip reſcue him; telling them, if they ud 
not p2eſently let him paſs, thep ſhould 7 
| all dearip pay 2 it : The Watchmen 
D 2 cgay 


7 


— 
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_ -y totremble, and were very glad 
to ict him go belteving that his Hon 
had ſummon'd a Company of deſperate 
Fellows to cut all thier Thzoars , and 
were verp glad that thep had eſcaped. 
Thug did Black Tom eſcape the Watches, 
and having paſſed Aras moſt ot the 
Watches in Town, tiff at faſt his name 
em io famous, that every body almoſt 
new Black Tom, and feared him. O09 
that one Night there came a po Black, 
that had ben turn d from his vice, 
and had been out of cemplopment a long 
time, io long, that he had ſpent all his 
Money, and pawn'd moſt of his Appa⸗ 
rel. This poo? Fellow came up to the 
Gare, and the Watch-men asking who 
was there? he anſwered , Vere's one; 
and holding up his head, he ſhewed his 
Fate, which the Watch men no ſoner 
ſaw, bur they cryed out, Here s Black 
Tom! Dere's black Tom! And ſo be- 
ing frighted , gave room fo: the p00? 
Black ta enter, who would tam have 
ask d them a queſtion but then being 
afraid of bim, thinking it had been 
Black Tom, Icft the Watch-Vouſe, and 
him in it, who going to the Pitcher, 


dank a dꝛaught of Ale and went away. 
Now 


_— 
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Nom the Watch-men that fled foz fear, 
bp chance , met Black Tom be the 
Gate, that frighted them wozſe than 
they were befoze ; but they thought it 
in vain to run away any farther, leſt 
they would meer another Black Tom. 
But however toad ſtill, not daring to 
ask him a wo2d and when he asked 
them,thep anſwered him with the great- 
eſt reverence and caution imaginable : 
and while they were talking, the other 

do Black came up, and ſeeing the 
Watch ſtand bare ſo to Black Tom, um 
covered his Head alſo; and chewing his 
Face to Black Tom, Tom asked him in 
what condition he was? who pꝛeſentiy 
told him all the Truth; that he was in 

reat Want, and no wap = to 
help it. But Black Tom told him he 
would help him, therefoze commanded 
the Watch tounſtring their Purſes,and 
to give what thep Had ro the pox Black, 
which the pan Black was glad to hear: 
but the paz Watch-men were verp flow 
to deliver, but Tom bad them be virp 
ſpedp, 02 he would run them th:zovgh ; 
wherctoze thep were kozc'd to give all 
that the y had, and ſo depart, and verp 
glad thep came off ſo too. Now _ | 

om” 


/ 
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Tom took the Black along with Him» 
and taught him his Crade, and ſo 
paſſed on towards Lodgate Watch ; | 
thep came there, the Watch asked, 
came there? Black Tom anſwered, What 
was that to them; and one of them lok- 
ing on him, ſaid to the reſt, It is Br, 
Black I bons, and then he paſſed through |. 
undifturb'd; and when he wag gone the 
Watch crped one to another, J am glad 
he's gone : Bur Black Tom conſidering | 
tagt his poo; Companion Had no moze 
WMoncp than that {mall matter he had 
from Cripple-gate IBatch, goes back to 
Lndgate, and called foz the Conſtable, 
who accozdingly came; and when he 
came, he ſaid, Cood-mozrow Stir, what 
is your Will with me? Sir, ſaid Black 
Tom, J have a Friend decaped in the 
Wo2ld, and is reduced to great need, 
and indigence, wherefoze J would deſire 
pou to collen ſomething of pour Com- 
Hour to give to maintain him on his 


*Journep. Wgieh the Conſtable willing- 
v conſented to, ſo colleaed of the Match 
all che Money that they had, ſaping, Ff 
thep did not give all thep had, Black Tom 
would take it. So Black Tom having 
inzated his Friend in a way of Tiveli- 
hood, | 
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hood, left him, wiſhing him good pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritp, and deſired co let him know how he 


zoſpered about a Twelvemonth hence, 
to; he was going to turn Merchant Ad- 
benturer fag Venice, and if he pꝛoſpered 
anp thi e, bad him come over, and 
Traffeck him ag a r. 
e| Thus have peu heard the Kiſe of Wr. 
1 Black Thomas, Bp which Name, any one 

(whether Mack oz Chimney-Sweeper map 

1 — rh;ough al the Warrhes in Londor 
d But adv1 them not to venture, 
? end mp Dillogp. 
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